[Amniotic membrane transplantation for severe acute cases of chemical ocular burn and Stevens-Johnson syndrome].
To study the therapeutic potential of amniotic membrane transplantation in cases of severe acute chemical ocular burn and Stevens-Johnson syndrome. We retrospectively reviewed the records of eight patients, with a total of ten eyes, submitted to amniotic membrane transplantation for treatment of ocular chemical burns and Stevens-Johnson syndrome in the acute phase between January 1999 and May 2008 in the Ophthalmology Department of UNIFESP. Data relating to sex, age, degree of chemical burns, etiology, affected eye, ophthalmological findings, extension of amniotic membrane, surgeries, additional time between the injury and surgery in days, visual acuity before and after surgery, epithelial defect healing (days), complications and time of follow-up in months were collected. The average age of patients was 35.7 +/- 23.04 years, with six men and two women. Three patients (four eyes) had Stevens-Johnson syndrome and five patients (six eyes) had chemical ocular burn. The epithelial defect was healed at an average of 27.8 +/- 4.7 days (ranging from 20 and 35 days). All patients presented limbal stem cell deficiency in a median follow-up of 7.8 +/- 2.8 months (ranging from six and twelve months) and four eyes developed symblepharon. The results suggest that the amniotic membrane transplantation represents an additive that can be carried out in the serious cases of ocular chemical burn and Stevens-Johnson syndrome with the finality of promoting the epithelialization and abolishing the inflammation and its consequences, if compared with other studies that treated similar cases with medical therapy only. On the other hand, it is not possible to avoid the limbic deficiency in these cases, which in the future will need limbal stem cell transplantation or other surgeries for correction of the ocular surface.